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Developersand Transmitters

Section in Rev 10/2008

Changes made from Revision 04/16/2008 (TY 2007) to 10/02/2008 (TY 2008)

All All references to tax year 2007 and processing year 2008 are updated to tax year
2008 and processing year 2009
All Updated links to irs.gov MeF Web pages

1 Introduction

Added Publications 4557 and 4600 and MeF Submission Composition Guide, MeF
State and Trading Partners ICD, Excise Tax Supplement and Automated Enrollment
External User Guide for reference

1.2 Communications

Removed Contact List Table. Added information identifying e-help Desk as first
point of contact for assistancein certain areas.

1.2.1 IRS Website

Added section on MeF web pages on irs.gov

1.2.2 Communication

Removed reference to e-mail distribution lists. Quick alerts will be used to

Vehicles communicate updates on MeF business return information and updates.
1.3 General Information | Created new section which includes: explanation on what tax years MeF accepts;
about MeF timeframe for routine maintenance window; guidance on filing short period returns;
linksto irs.gov for businesses required to e-file; information on VIN for Form 2290
1.4 Highlights Updated section with tax year 2008, processing year 2009 information
1.6 Accepted Forms | Added list of form types MeF accepts
and Schedules
1.7 Amended Returns | Expanded section on information required for corporate amended returns
and Superseding
Returns

1.8 Exclusionsto
Electronic Filing

Created subsections for each form family. Earliest tax period accepted (if on MeF
platform for that year) updated to December 2006.

1.8.2 Form 7004 Removed Forms 8924, 990-C, 1120-A and 1120 (Subchapter T).
Exclusions
2.1 MeF XML Updated link to MeF Submission Composition Guide to MeF Publications page
Structure

2.1.2 Submission Size | Created new subsection for submission size
2.1.5 Repeating Group | Added Figure 2-1, Complex Type ldentified for Repeating Group

2.1.8 Optiona Added new section to illustrate that the e-file type determines which entries are
Choice...with Required | required after a choice is made between two options

Fields

2.1.9 General Updated information regarding the General Dependency Description

Information paragraph

2.2 Binary Attachments

Moved binary attachment information to separate section

2.2.1 Attach aPDFfile

Added information on new business rule developed to reject areturn with non-
ASCII charactersin the title of the PDF file

2.2.3 A Sample non-
XML document...

Added Form 2553 to table identifying PDF attachment names validated by business
rules

2.3 through 2.5.2 Created new subsection for information on Forms 8865, 4466 and special signatures
for other forms and attachments
2.6.1 General Added information on Schedule O (Form 990) which replaces the General
Explanation Attachment | Explanation attachment for TY 2008 and later for Forms 990.
2.4 Version Control... | Updated timelinein publishing XML schemas and business rules
2.9.2 Generd Created subsection for general information; added Figure 2-19 that identifies

Information about
Version Numbers

returnVersion; removed bullet stating business rule version number dictates the
schemas for which the business rules are enforced; expanded information on active
validating schema version

2.9.5 Example of Updated example of schema versioning
Schema Versioning
2.10 MeF XML Added information on business rules subset for 1120 and 1120S returns

Schema File Structures
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2.10.3 Exempt
Organizations...Schema
Files Structures

Updated exempt organization schema file structure figure and explanation based on
redesign for TY 2008

3.1 through 3.4

Created sections to better identify information on Fed/State linked returns; Fed/State
unlinked returns; workflow for corporate and partnership state returns; exempt
organi zation Fed/State program

4.1 Transmitting
Through Application to
Application

Created subsections for security directives; created separate sections for registration
for A2A credentialss, strong authentication, and certificate management; updated all
references to passwords to indicate that passwords will not be available for A2A
transmissions beginning Jan 2009

4.1.5 Transmitting

Added Get Submission Reconciliation List to table

through MeF A2A
4.1.6 Password Moved information on password management to end of section; this section is only
Management applicable through December 2008
4.2.1 Applying to Corrected information in Registration section to state if the confirmation processis
Submit Returns through | not completed within 28 days of the letter date, then the password expires. The
the Internet password can be reset using Forgotten Password or PIN option (which then

generates a new confirmation code)

4.2.2 Accessing and
Logging into MeF IFA

Screenshots updated

4.2.3 Submitting a
Transmission File

Created subsection for submitting transmission file; updated screenshots

4.2.4 MeF |FA Error
Conditions...

Created subsection for error conditions; updated screenshots

4.3 Detecting Virusesin
MeF Transmissions

Removed section on EM S and renumbered

5.1 Business Rules

Updated example for Incorrect Data under #3; added Form 8868 to Not On Time
explanation under #3; added Alert under #4

5.2 Validating Removed e-file attachment schema (this information can be found in each form’'s
Transmission File schema package); updated table illustrating Transmission Validation Business Rules
5.3.1 Schema Updated table illustrating Schema Validation Business Rules (all rules can be found
Validation on irs.gov with each form’s schema package)

5.3.2 Return Validation
Business Rules

Updated table illustrating Return Validation Business Rules (all rules can be found
on irs.gov with each form’s schema package)

5.4 Generating Updated Figure 5-6 Return Acknowledgement Schema
Acknowledgement Files
6.1 Retrieving the Screenshots updated throughout section; error conditions separated into separate
Acknowledgement subsection; added subsection screenshots/information for retrieving production
through IFA and/or test 2290 Schedule 1s; added note to all retrieve submission screens; created
subsection for viewing list of states in Fed/State program
7 Payments Added note that Forms 720 and 2290 are to be paid when the return is filed; added

address for sending in paper checks for entities that do not bank in the United States;
removed IRS payment schema figure (can be found in each form’s schema
package); updated both business rules tables; removed Credit Card information. The
credit card bulk requirements can be found onirs.gov at
http://www.irs.qov/efile/article/0,,id=118575,00.html

9 Electronic Signature

Added Jurat for Forms 2290, 720 and 8849; updated Jurat language on Perjury

Specifications Statement for all other formsto reflect TY 2008; renamed Jurat for partnership’s
signature to “ Signature of General Partner or Limited Liability Company Member
Manager”

10 Form 7004 Updated title of Form 7004

10.1 Types of Returns...

Added information on Forms with new 5 month automatic extension
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1 Introduction

This publication outlines the communication procedures, transmission formats, business rules
and validation procedures for returns e-filed through the Modernized e-File (MeF) system. To
develop software for use with the MeF system, Software Devel opers and Transmitters should use
the guidelines provided in this publication along with the XML Schemas published on irs.gov.

The procedures in this publication should be used in conjunction with the following publications:

= Publication 3112, IRS e-file Application and Participation, contains information about the
roles of software developers, transmitters and electronic return originators. IRS has
standardized the information for all e-file programs.

= Publication 4162, Modernized e-File Test Package for Forms 1120/1120-F/1120S/7004,
contains the instructions and test case scenarios for software devel opers and transmitters
to use for Assurance Testing System (ATS) of 1120/1120-F/1120S. This publication aso
contains the instructions and test case scenarios for Form 7004, Application for
Automatic 6-Month Extension of Timeto File Certain Business Income Tax,
Information, and Other Returns.

= Publication 4163, Modernized e-File Information for Authorized IRS e-file Providers for
Business Returns, contains specific information applicable to Forms 1120, 1120-F,
1120S, 1065, 1065-B, 7004, 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, 990-PF, 1120-POL, and 8868 e-file
programs.

= Publication 4205, Modernized e-File Test Package for Exempt Organization Filings,
contains the instructions and test case scenarios for software devel opers and transmitters
to use for Assurance Testing System (ATS) of Forms 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, 990-PF, 1120-
POL, and 8868.

= Publication 4505, Modernized e-File Test Package for Forms 1065/1065, contains the
instructions and test case scenarios for software devel opers and transmitters to use for
Assurance Testing System (ATS) of Forms 1065/1065-B.

= Publication 4557, Safeguarding Taxpayer Data: A Guide for Y our Business, provides
information on federal and state information security laws and regulations, aswell as
industry standards and best practices.

= Publication 4600, Safeguarding Taxpayer Information: Quick Reference Guide for
Business, isanew tri-fold brochure that summarizes and introduces Publication 4557.
Businesses can use the brochure as an information security awareness and marketing tool.

= Publication 4594, Modernized e-File Test Package for Forms 720, 2290 and 8849,
contains the instructions and test case scenarios for software developers and transmitters
to use for Assurance Testing System (ATS) of Forms 720, 2249 and 8849.
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The following guides/documents provide additional guidance for e-filing through MeF.

MeF Submission Composition Guide — Modernized e-File System, provides guidance to
the IRS trading partners (Software Developers, Originators, and Transmitters) on how to
compose submissions and transmission files that are sent to the IRS for processing by the
MeF.

MeF State and Trading Partners Interface Control Document (ICD), describes the
interaction between MeF and the State and Trading Partners through the Internet Filing
Application (IFA) and Application-to-Application (A2A) platforms.

MeF State and Trading Partners Interface Control Document (ICD) Excise Tax
Supplement, provides additional information regarding excise tax forms and the
interaction between MeF and State and Trading Partners through IFA and A2A.

Automated Enrollment External User Guide, describes the User Interface (UI) for the
Automated Enrollment (AE) application. The AE application provides authorized
delegated users the ability to enroll and update Application System IDs (ASID) using the
Registered User Portal (RUP)

MeF publications can be found on irs.gov at
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=171946,00.html.
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1.1 Modernized e-File (MeF)

In tax year 2008/processing year 2009, the IRS isimproving the security of returns transmitted
through the Application-to-Application (A2A) process. Passwords will no longer be used for
A2A transmissions; certificates are required. Section 4.1, Transmitting Through MeF
Application-to-Application (A2A) of this publication provides more information on this topic.

In future releases, the IRS plans to transition the existing e-file programs for Forms 1040 and
1041 to MeF. IRS will use the procedures in this publication as a standard for all e-file programs.

IRS has combined information for Corporate, Partnership, Excise Tax, and Exempt Organization
returnsin this publication. Unless otherwise indicated, all information appliesto all four return

types.
This publication and its updates or revisions are available at www.irs.gov.

1.2 Communications

IRS worked in partnership with many MeF stakeholders to develop the information contained
within this publication. Y our continued cooperation is requested.

On occasion, you may need to contact IRS regarding e-filing issues, including MeF topics. The
e-help Desk has been designated as the first point of contact for e-filing issues. Software
Developers, Transmitters, EROs, Accounting Firms, and Large Taxpayers should contact the e-
help Desk at 1-866-255-0654 for assistance in the following areas:

o IRSefileapplication
ATS or Communication Testing
Transmission issues
Strong authentication for A2A
Rejects
Technical questions on schemas or business rules

O 0O O 0O

If the e-help Desk is unable to answer the question at the time of the call, the inquiry will be
forwarded to the appropriate areafor aresponse. By streamlining this process through the e-help
Desk, IRS expects to better monitor the inquiries to ensure atimely response.

Note: If you have any questions, suggestions or comments regarding Exempt Organization
Forms 990/990-EZ, 990-N, 990-PF, 1120-POL and 8868, please contact us at:

TEGE-EO-€file@irs.gov, or by mail at:
IRS - Tiwana Holland

SE:T:BSP 6N1

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20224
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1.2.11RSWeb site

MeF usesirs.gov to communicate information about the program. The Modernized e-File (MeF)
Program Information page, located at http://www.irs.gov/efile/content/0,,id=171945,00.html,
provides links to:

Information on what forms can be filed through MeF
MeF Program Overview

Current User Guides and Publications

Schemas and Business Rules

List of MeF e-file Providers

MeF Stylesheets

Internet Filing information

MeF Systems Status

If you encounter an issue or limitation that prevents a return from being e-filed through MeF,
please contact the e-help Desk at 1-866-255-0654. MeF will then work on making the
appropriate corrections. Until the corrections can be implemented, MeF will develop
“workarounds’, which is guidance on what temporary changes are needed so the return can be e-
filed. Workarounds are posted by tax year under the “Known e-file Issues and Solutions”
heading in the following irs.gov links:

e Corporations: http://www.irs.gov/taxpros/providers/article/0,,id=97626,00.html
e Partnerships. http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=165162,00.html

If you encounter an issue e-filing through MeF and the solution is not posted to the Web pages
shown above, please contact the e-help Desk at 1-866-255-0654.

1.2.2 Communication Vehicles

MeF uses Quick Alerts to distribute information and updates to MeF stakeholders. Quick Alerts
isaFREE Web based mass messaging system created for Authorized IRS e-file Providers, which
includes Software Developers, Transmitters and Electronic Return Originators (EROs). The
Quick Alerts messaging system uses a " push technology" program that can instantly disseminate
messages to thousands of subscribers via e-mail. After subscribing, Authorized IRS e-file
Providers can receive communications 24 hours aday, 7 days a week, regarding processing
delays, IRS e-file program updates, early notification of upcoming seminars and conferences.
New subscribers may sign up at www.Envoyprofiles.com/quickalerts or through the links
provided on the “Tax Professionals’ page at www.irs.gov. The subject line of a Quick Alert will
identify the targeted audience (such as Software Developers and Transmitters, and/or Electronic
Return Originators) and the targeted group (Individual e-file or Business e-file).
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1.3 General Information about M eF

1.3.1 Current and prior 2tax years are accepted

When a new tax form type is added to the MeF platform, tax returns will be accepted for the first
processing year only. For example:

Forms 1120-F and 990-N were added in processing year 2008 for Tax Year (TY) 2007.
MeF will only accept TY 2007 returns for Forms 1120-F and 990-N in processing year
2008.

The second year that a new form is accepted, MeF will accept two tax years. the current tax year
and thefirst tax year the form was accepted on the MeF platform. For example:

In processing year 2009, MeF will accept TY 2007 and TY 2008 returns for
Forms 1120-F and 990-N.

As subsequent tax years are added to the system, MeF will accept the current year and two prior
tax years. For example:

In processing year 2009, MeF will accept Form 1120 returns for TY 2008, TY 2007 and
TY 2006.

1.3.2 Transmission timeframe affected by routine maintenance

There is a routine maintenance window generally scheduled from 1:00 am to 7:00 am, Eastern
Standard Time on Sundays that may result in intermittent down time for transmitters. Work
scheduled during this window will generally not be communicated to the software developers.
For more information about system status and possible delays, refer to the Modernized e-File
Status page on irs.gov at: http://www.irs.qgov/efile/article/0,,id=168537,00.html

1.3.3 Short period returnsfor partnershipsor corporations

MeF accepts short period returns for partnerships or corporations. There are situations where a
taxpayer may need to file a short period return before their software is ready for the next tax
year. For instance, at the beginning of calendar year 2008, a taxpayer may need to file a short
period TY 2008 return with Tax Period Beginning Date 01/01/2008 and Tax Period Ending Date
01/31/2008. This return should be filed on TY 2008 software but the TY 2008 software has not
been developed yet. In this case, the taxpayer may use TY 2007 software.
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When ataxpayer needs to file a short period return, ensure that the tax year in the Return
Manifest and Return Header reflect the tax year of the schemas being used. Enter the actual
beginning and ending date of the short period return. For example, the short period return
described above will be e-filed using the TY 2007 software and include these entries:

“2007” for the tax year in the Return Manifest
“2007” for the tax year in the Return Header
“01/01/2008" for the Tax Period Beginning Date
“01/31/2008" for the Tax Period Ending Date

When a short period return is being filed, in some cases the regulations require the taxpayer to
attach Form 1128 or an explanation why the short period returnis being filed. If you use the
Form 1128, attach it to the top level of the return as a PDF file and describe it as “ Form 1128 for
Short Period Return.” If an explanation is required, it may be submitted in the General
Dependency XML document or in a PDF file. Provide the regulatory citation and explanation in
a General Dependency with the Description " Short Period Return Explanation” or in a PDF file
with the Description " Short Period Return Explanation.”

1.3.4 Guidance for corporations, partnershipsand exempt organizations required
to efile.

The IRS developed specia guidance to assist corporations, partnerships and exempt
organizations with the transition from filing a paper return to electronic filing. This guidance
applies to corporations and exempt organizations required to e-file under final regulations (T.D.
9363, 12-03-2007). The directionsto e-file are provided by tax year. Use TY 2008 Directionsto
e-file when filing a TY 2008 return. Fiscal year filers submitting TY 2007 returns on TY 2007
schemas may use TY 2007 Directions to e-file. Corporations, partnerships and exempt
organizations required to e-file should review this information available on irs.gov at the
following links:

e For corporationsthelink is:
http://www.irs.gov/bus nesses/corporations/article/0,,id=146959,00.html

e For partnershipsthelink is:
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=165162,00.html

e For exempt organizationsthelink is:
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,1d=108211,00.html

1.3.5VIN (Vehicle I dentification Number) for Form 2290

IRS has developed a VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) data store, which collects VIN data
from Form 2290. Where the taxpayer has indicated consent, the VIN data will be shared with
state registration agencies to verify that the Heavy Vehicle Use Tax (HVUT) obligation was paid
for avehicle. The implementation for sharing the VIN data store is scheduled for summer 20009.
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1.4 Highlightsfor tax year 2008, Processing Y ear 2009

1.4.1 General Items

The following forms are no longer accepted through the Modernized e-File system:

e Form 8271
e [orm 5884-A

The extension period for Forms 1065, 1041 and 8804 has been shortened from 6 monthsto 5
months. The Form 7004, Application for Automatic Extension of Time to File Certain Business
Income Tax, Information and Other Returns has been revised with this update.

1.4.2 New Functionality and Forms

IRS released a redesigned Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, for
tax year 2008. The basic structure of the new 2008 Form 990 consists of an 11-page core
form and 16 schedules. The core form must be completed by each Form 990 filer. The 16
schedules are designed to be completed only by filers whose type of organization and nature
of activities require reporting of certain information.

The new Schedule O, Supplemental Information to Form 990, allows organizations to
supplement information reported elsewhere on the return or provide additional information,
similar to the “ General Explanation Attachment” used for 2007 and prior returns.

Form 990-EZ, Short Form Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, will be retained
in its present form. However, some of the new schedules implemented for the redesigned
Form 990 will be used for the Form 990-EZ.

As of January 1, 2009, passwords can no longer be used for A2A filing. To support strong
authentication for MeF A2A Web services, the IRS isinstalling certificate-based
authentication technology. The new authentication system will affect authentication for all
A2A Web services. More information is found in this Publication under Strong
Authentication in Section 4.1.1 and Section 4.1.3.

The Superseding Return checkbox was added to schemas for:
o partnership returns (Form 1065/1065-B) for tax year 2007, effective June 2, 2008
o Form 1120-F for tax year 2008

XML schemas were devel oped and issued for the following forms that can be e-filed through
the MeF system. The Return Data for each parent form (1120, 1120-F, 1120S, 1065, 990,
720, etc) will list these formsiif they are applicable:

o Schedule B (Form 1120), Additiona Information for Schedule M-3 filers
o Schedule C (Form 1065), Additiona Information for Schedule M-3 filers
o ScheduleV (Form 1120-F), List of Vessels or Aircraft, Operators and Owners
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1.5 Return Due Dates Tables

The return due date and extended due date tables for TY 2008 for each MeF form can be found
onirs.gov at: http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=171946,00.html

1.6 Accepted Forms and Schedules

MeF accepts the following form types:
e Corporations (Forms 1120, 1120-F and 1120S)
e Exempt Organizations (Forms 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, 990-PF, and 1120-POL )
e Partnerships (Forms 1065 and 1065-B)
e Excise Tax (Forms 720, 2290 and 8849)
e Extensions (Forms 7004 and 8868)

Thelist of TY 2008 Forms and Schedules for each form can be found on irs.gov at:
http://www.ir s.gov/efile/article/0,,id=187136,00.html

The directionsto e-file are provided by tax year. Select the appropriate tax type (Corporations,
Exempt Organizations, Partnerships, Excise Tax, or Extensions (Form 7004). Use TY 2008
directionsto e-file when filing a TY 2008 return.

1.7 Amended Returns and Superseding Returns

The MeF system processes both superseding and amended returns. A superseded returnisa
subsequent return filed within the filing period (including extensions). An amended return is
asubsequent return filed after the expiration of thefiling period (including extensions).

IRS has issued final regulations (T.D. 9363) requiring electronic filing of corporate returns (1120
and 1120S) and exempt organization returns (990 series). Beginning with TY 2006 returns, both
amended and superseding returnsarerequired to be e-filed if the taxpayer is required to file
electronically, unless ataxpayer has received an approved waiver to file that particular return in
paper. Section 1224 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 provides the e-filing requirements for
partnership returns.

Note: For TY 2008, corporate amended returns with carryback claims may be e-filed as
long as the carryback claim box is checked. TY 2006 and TY 2007 corporate amended
returns with carryback claims are exempt from the e-file requirement and should be filed
using the existing paper process.

Catalog Number: 36166N 10/2/2008 Revision TY2008


http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=171946,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=187136,00.html

1.7.1 Superseding Returns

The superseding return designation is available for Forms 1120, 1120S, 1065 and
1065-B. Thisdesignation is available for Form 1120-F beginning in TY 2008.

The superseding return designation is not available for Forms 990, 990-EZ, 990-PF, 1120-POL,
and 2290. The amended return box must be checked for any subsequent Forms 990, 990-EZ,
990-PF or 1120-POL returns to be accepted.

1.7.2 Amended Corporate Returns Forms 1120, 1120-F and 1120S

MeF can accept amended returns for Forms 1120-F for tax years 2007 and forward.

Amended returns for Forms 1120, 1120-F and 1120S require at a minimum:

The corrected Form 1120, 1120-F or 1120S completed in its entirety (pages 1 — 4) with
the Amended Return checkbox selected.

All forms, schedules and attachments that changed or that support changes on the
amended Form 1120, 1120-F or 1120S, including any subsidiary returns (if changed) and
the information to support those changes.

For Form 1120, attach to the amended Form 1120:
o the XML Form 1120X completed through Part |, line 10 or 11, as applicable, and
Part |1 with the line number of each amended item
o the corrected amount or treatment of the item
o anexplanation of the reasons for each change

For Form 1120S, attach to the amended Form 1120S the XML document,
AmendedReturnChanges, that identifies:
o theline number of each amended item
description of each amended item
the amount on the previous return
the amount on the amended return
an explanation of the reasons for each change

O 0O 0O

For Form 1120-F, attach to the amended Form 1120-F the XML document,
AmendedReturnChanges, that identifies:

the line number of each amended item

description of each amended item

the amount on the previous return

the amount on the amended return

an explanation of the reasons for each change

O

O 0 0O
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e A signed signature document (Form 8453-C/S/I), as applicable, or use of a Practitioner’s
Pin.

e Appropriate formsto make a payment, request arefund, or request a credit carryover to
another year.

For more information on corporate amended returns, please refer to the following Web page on
irs.gov: http://www.irs.gov/businesses/corporations/article/0,,id=146959,00.html

1.7.3 Amended Partner ship, Exempt Organizations and Excise Tax Returns

MeF can accept e-filed amended returns for Forms 1065, 1065-B, 990, 990-EZ, 990-PF, 1120-
POL for tax year 2006 and forward. MeF can accept e-filed amended returns for Form 2290 for
tax year 2007 and forward. The amended return for the Form 720 (Form 720X) must be filed
using the existing paper procedures.

MeF can accept multiple Forms 2290 for the same tax period. An amended return for Form 2290
isfiled when there is a change to “ Additional Tax From Increase in Taxable Gross Weight “ or

“ Suspended V ehicles Exceeding the Mileage Use Limit*. When an amended return isfiled for
Form 2290, the amended return box should be checked.

For additional Partnership information, please refer to the following Web page on
irs.gov:http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=170978,00.html.
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1.8 Exclusionsto Electronic Filing

Returns and extensions meeting the conditions below cannot currently be filed electronically.
(Note: Paper documents can be scanned and attached to electronic returns, but no paper
documents will be accepted.)

1.8.1 Forms 1120/1120S Exclusions:

The tax year 2008 Corporate e-File Program does not accept and process the following corporate
returns. Therefore, the corporation is excluded from the electronic filing requirement under
Temporary Treasury Regulation Section 301.6011-5T unless otherwise noted.

= Returnswith tax periods ending prior to December 2006

= Returns covering multiple tax periods

= Bank Holding Company Tax Act - Election to make installment payments for a portion of the
total tax attributable to the Bank Holding Company Tax Act

=  Prompt Assessments

= Returns with reasonable cause as related to failing to pay and/or file timely

Corporations who meet the Treasury Decision (T.D.) 9363, 2007-49 Internal Revenue
Bulletin [1.R.B.] 1084 criteria are still required to e-file their TY 2008 return. In order to
comply with the mandatory e-file regulations, corporations must send the explanation of
reasonable cause as a separate | etter to:

Internal Revenue Service
ARKA Monterrey Park
1973 N. Rulon White Blvd
Mail Stop 6552 (ARKA)
Attn: AM Clericd

Ogden, Utah 84404.

These procedures do not apply to Form 2220, which should be filed as part of the electronic
return.

= Returns with pre-computed penalty and interest

Corporations who meet the Treasury Decision (T.D.) 9363, 2007-49 Internal Revenue
Bulletin [1.R.B.] 1084 criteria are still required to e-file their TY 2008 return. In order to
comply with the mandatory e-file regulations, corporations must send the explanation of pre-
computed penalty and interest as a separate | etter to:

Internal Revenue Service

ARKA Monterrey Park

1973 N. Rulon White Blvd

Mail Stop 6552 (ARKA)

Attn: AM Clericd

Ogden, Utah 84404. 14
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= Reguests for overpayments to be applied to another account

Corporations who meet the Treasury Decision (T.D.) 9363, 2007-49 Internal Revenue
Bulletin [1.R.B.] 1084 criteria are still required to e-file their TY 2008 return. In order to
comply with the mandatory e-file regulations, corporations must send the request to apply
overpayments as a separate | etter to:

Internal Revenue Service
ARKA Monterrey Park
1973 N. Rulon White Blvd
Mail Stop 6552 (ARKA)
Attn: AM Clericd

Ogden, Utah 84404.

The following 1120 family of forms cannot be filed electronically as areturn at the parent level:

e 1120-L Life Insurance Company
e 1120-PC Property and Casualty

Corporations required to e-file who have 1120-L or 1120-PC subsidiary returns should
refer to the specific tax year Directions to e-file for additional information at:
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/corporationsarticle/0,,id=146959,00.html.

e 1120-C (formerly 990-C) Farmer's Cooperative Association
e 1120-H Homeowners A ssociation

e 1120-FSC Foreign Sales Corporations

e 1120RIC Regulated Investment Companies

e 1120REIT Real Estate Investment Trust

e 1120-SF Settlement Funds

e 1120ND Nuclear Decommission Trusts

e 1120-IC-DISC Interest Charge Domestic International Sales

Forms 1120-C through 1120-1C-DISC listed above are only required to be e-filed if they
are part of aconsolidated return filing. If these forms are part of a consolidated return,
they should be included in PDF format, named appropriately and attached to the top-
return level. If these are stand-alone filings, they must be filed on paper since MeF does
not process them at this time.

e 1120X Amended Corporate Return

The Form 1120X cannot be filed as a stand-alone return. It can only be submitted as an
attachment to a Form 1120 return.

15
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1.8.2 Form 7004 Exclusions

Name change applications
Reasonable cause for failing to pay timely
Reasonable cause for failing to file application timely
Requests for refunds
Election to make installment payments for a portion of balance due amount
Applications requesting extension due to change in accounting period unless prior approval
has been applied for from IRS or certain conditions have been met. See Publication 538,
Accounting Periods and Methods.
Applications with Net Operating Loss Carryback - Form 1138 should be sent separately, not
with the application.
Applications attaching a Power of Attorney (POA). POA should be sent separately, not with
the application.
Early filed returns (filed before end of tax period)
Filing short period extension due to termination of 1120S status
Extensions for the following forms:
e Form 706-GS(D)
Form 8612
Form 8613
Form 8725
Form 8831
Form 8876

1.8.3 Forms 990 & 990-EZ Exclusions

Returns from organizations not recognized as exempt (application pending, etc.)
Name change returns

Returns showing a change in accounting period

Short period returns (except for short period final returns)

Early filed returns (filed before end of tax year except for final returns)

Returns with tax periods ending prior to December 2006

1.8.4 e-Postcard Form 990-N Exclusions

Returns with tax periods prior to December 2007
Returns from organizations not recognized as exempt (application for exemption pending,
etc.)
Returns with attachments
Organizations required to file Form 990, Form 990-EZ, Form 990-PF or Form 1120-POL
Organizations included in a group return
Section 509(a)(3) supporting organizations required to file form 990 or form 990-EZ
Note: Thisfiling requirement does not apply to churches, their integrated

auxiliaries, and conventions or associations of churches.
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1.8.5 Form 990-PF Exclusions

Returns from organizations not recognized as exempt (application for exemption pending,
etc.)

Returns with tax periods ending prior to December 2006

Foreign private foundations

Name change returns

Limited 990-PFs (Limited 990-PFs are filed by organizations that originally received advance
rulings as public charities but were later determined to be private foundations)

507(b)(1)(A) terminations

Foundations in 60-month terminations

1.8.6 Form 1120-POL Exclusions

Short period returns (except for short period final returns)

Name change returns

Returns with tax periods ending prior to December 2006

Returns with non-numbered attachments/schedul es (unless allowed for an attached form
shared with Forms 1120/1120S) for which an IRS format has not been devel oped

1.8.7 Form 8868 Exclusions

Extensions from organizations not recognized as exempt (application pending, etc.)
Extensions other than the automatic extension (Part 1)
Extensions for short period returns
Extensions for the following forms:
e Form 990-BL
e Form 6069
e Form 8870
Extensions for group returns
Extensions for composite Forms 990-T
Extensions for consolidated Forms 990-T

1.8.8 Forms 1065/1065-B Exclusions

Returns with tax periods ending in December 2006 and prior
Returns granted approved waivers from electronic filing.
Common Trust Fund Returns

Returns with name changes (TYY 2006 only)

Returns with address changes (TY 2006 only)

1.8.9 Excise Tax Forms 720, 2290 and 8849

Form 2290: no returns will be accepted for tax periods ending prior to
July 1, 2007
Form 720: no returns will be accepted prior to third quarter 2007
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2 XML Overview for MeF

The IRS uses XML (Extensible Markup Language), the language that specifies the structure and
content of an XML document, to implement all forms and schedules in electronic format for
Modernized e-File. This section explains some of the elements of an XML document.

2.1 MeF XML Structure

Like a paper tax return, an MeF tax return consists of a series of tax forms, schedules, and
attachments that can be included for a specific type of tax return (1120, 1120-F, 1120S, 1120-
POL, 1065, 1065-B, 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, 990-PF, 720, 2290, or 8849), or extension (7004 or
8868).

For example, an 1120 return includes the Form 1120 and any attached forms, schedules, or
attachments needed to complete the return. A consolidated structure includes the consolidated
return, the parent return, and one or more subsidiary returns in addition to their respective forms,
attachments, and schedules. A mixed consolidated return provides the structureto filea
consolidated return with 1120-L and/or 1120-PC subconsolidations.

For more information on how to compose Submissions, and Transmission Filesthat are sent to
the IRS for processing by the Modernized e-File System, refer to the MeF Submission
Composition Guide posted to irs.gov at: http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=171946,00.html

2.1.1 Schemas

IRS has structured tax return data into a series of schemas. A schemaisan XML document that
specifies the data elements, structure, and rules for each form, schedule, document and/or
attachment (Note: There are business rules in addition to the format defined by schema - see
Section 5.1 for more information about business rules). Unless otherwise noted, XML schemas
must be used as defined by IRS.

Within the XML schema, data elements are the basic building blocks of an XML document. The
schema recogni zes two categories of el ement types. ssmple and complex. A simple type element
contains only one data type and may only have documentation attributes, such as description or
line number. A complex type element is an element that has one or more attributes or is the
parent to one or more child elements.

In the schemas, IRS has declared most data elements for forms, schedules, and supporting data
are optional. Keeping most data elements optional in the schemas is consistent with the way
paper returns are filed. The taxpayer and return preparer have the responsibility to provide
information as specified by IRS forms, instructions and regulations.

Most of the required elements are in the return header schema. For example, the 1120 return
header schema (ReturnHeader1120x.xsd file) contains the identifying information for the entity
filing the return and the name of the officer signing the return. The return header also contains
optional information such as the preparer information and the preparing firm information.
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2.1.2 Submission Size

It isimportant to note that the instance of afederal or state submission XML file cannot exceed 2
GB compressed. The maximum size of an individual PDF file attached to the submission is 60
MB uncompressed.

2.1.3 Tag Names

Each field on atax form, document or attachment isidentified using an XML tag name within
the XML schema

Tag names were created using the following conventions:

e ameaningful phrase with the first letter of each word capitalized and using no spaces
(upper Camel case)

e alength of not more than 30 characters
e standard abbreviations to meet the tag name 30 character limit

2.1.4 Attributes

Attributes provide additional information or describe a feature of a data element.

e Thefirst letter of thefirst word of an attribute name is lower case; the first letter of each
subsequent word is capitalized (lower Camel case).

e Fixed attributes are for IRS internal use only; do not include these with the instance XML
data for transmission.

Every return document (form, schedule or attachment), which has an XML schema, has the
following three attributes in its root element.

e DocumentName attribute: isan attribute of type FIXED (astring literal type) and has
avalue equal to the name of the form, schedule or a supporting document it represents.
This attribute (wherever it occursin the return) isused for IRS internal use only and must
not be included in the tax return. However, after the return isreceived IRS XML parsers
will add such attributes to the appropriate el ements in the return for IRS downstream
processing. Here is an example:

o Inthe XML datato be transmitted by the preparer:
<IRS1120 documentld="RetDoc010">
o After transmission, IRS XML parser will add:
<IRS1120 documentld="RetDoc010" documentName="IRS1120" displayName="1120">

e documentId attribute: isan attribute that uniquely identifies the document within the
context of the whole return. Tax return preparer’ s software is responsible for generating a
uniqueid of IdType definedinefileTypes.xsd for each of the return documents.
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Here are some examples:
0<IRS1120 documentld="DOC0001" >
0<IRS1120ScheduleD documentld="0020.2225">

o<DualConsolidatedLossesStatement documentld="ABC:002.XY" >

» displayName attribute: isan attribute of type FIXED (astring literal type) and has
avalue equal to the display name of the form, schedule or a supporting document it
represents.

This attribute (wherever it occursin the return) isused for IRS internal use only and must
not be included in the tax return. However, after the returnisreceived, IRS XML parsers
will add such attributes to the appropriate el ements in the return for downstream
processing. Hereisan example:

* |Inthe XML datato be transmitted by the preparer:

<IRS1120 documentld="RetDoc010">

= After transmission, IRS XML parser will add:
<IRS1120 documentld="RetDoc010" documentName="IRS1120" displayName="1120">

2.1.5 Repeating Group

A repesating group is a data element or a group of data elements that can repeat the number of
times specified in the maxOccurs attribute. This provides a consistent structure to capture an
unlimited amount of requested information. Paper forms are limited by a number of rows defined
on the form, and paper filers may need to include attachments to a return to capture all requested
information. For example:

Schedule D (Form 1120), Line 1 Short-Term Capital Gains and L osses, alows seven
entries on the paper form. A paper filer would need to include an attachment if there are
more than seven entries. The corresponding MeF schema allows an unlimited number of
entries for this repeating group of elements.

MeF schemas implement repeating groups by creating aform “type” that consists of data
elements that can repeat by the number specified in the “minOccurs’ and “maxOccurs”.

The following figures illustrate a repeating group where Form 8621
DistriAndDisposOf StockType is the complex type that defines the content model for the

repeating group:
/

<l-- Part IV --> /

<l-- Distributions and Disposition of Stock in a Section 1291 Fund -->
<xsd:element name="DistriAndDispositionOfStock" type="DistriAndDisposOfStockType" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="unbounded">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>
<Description>Distributions and disposition of stock in a Section 1291 fund</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Lines 10a-11f</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>

</xsd:element>

Figure 2-1: Complex Type Identified for Repeating Group
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<I-- Distribufion and DISposItion of Stock Type -->
- <xsd:complexType name="DistriAndDisposOfStockType">
- <xsd:sequence>
- <I-- Enter Your Total Distributions from the PFIC During the Current tax year -->
- <xsd:element name="TotalPFICDistriDuringCurrentTY" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Enter your total distributions from the PFIC during the current tax year</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 10a</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
- <I-- Enter the Total Distributions Made by the Company for Each of the 3 Years Preceding the Current tax year-->
- <xsd:element name="Distributionsin3PrecedingTY" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Enter the total distributions made by the company for each of the 3 years preceding the current tax
year</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 10b</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
- <I-- Divide Line 10b by 3 -->
- <xsd:element name="AvgDistribution3PrecedingTY" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Divide Line 10b by 3</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 10c</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
- <I-- Multiply Line 10c by 125% -->
- <xsd:element name="AverageDistri3PreviousTY125Pct" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Multiply Line 10c by 125%</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 10d</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>

(Note: information for Lines 10e through 11d removed in this example for space purposes only)

- <I-- Subtract Line 11d from Line 11¢ -->
- <xsd:element name="AggregatelncrLessForeignTaxCr" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Subtract Line 11d from Line 11c</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 11le</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>

- <I-- Determine Interest on Each Net Increase in Tax Determined on Line 11e Using the Rates and Methods of Section 6621 --
>
- <xsd:element name="InterestOnEachNetIncreaselnTax" type="USAmountType" minOccurs="0">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Determine interest on each net increase in tax determined on Line 11e using the rates and methods of
Section 6621</Description>
<LineNumber>Part IV Line 11f</LineNumber>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
</xsd:sequence>
</xsd:complexType>

Figure 2-2: Complex Type Defining Contents of Repeating Group
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2.1.6 Choice Construct

The choice construct within an XML schema batches a group of data el ements between choice
tags and only allows one of the data el ements to be provided in an instance. Figure 2-3 below
illustrates an optional choice. In this choice, the address may be present or not, but if it is present,
then either USAddress or ForeignAddress must be used.

<xsd:choice minOccurs="0">

<xsd:element name="USAddress" type="USAddressType"/>
<xsd:element name="ForeignAddress" type="ForeignAddressType"/>
</xsd:choice>

Figure 2-3: Optional Choice

Figure 2-4 below illustrates arequired choice. In this XML instance, one of the elements (either
SSN or EIN) must be present.

- <xsd:choice>
- <l-- Employer Identification Number -->
- <xsd:element name="EmployerldentificationNumber" type="EINType">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Employer identification number</Description>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
- <l-- Social Security Number -->
- <xsd:element name="SocialSecurityNumber" type="SSNType">
- <xsd:annotation>
- <xsd:documentation>
<Description>Social security number</Description>
</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
</xsd:choice>

Figure 2-4: Required Choice

2.1.7 efile Types

E-file types are IRS defined data types, which can be used in more than one MeF schema and are
stable and universal in nature. E-file types define the rule(s) for each of the data elements and
may include length and character restrictions and the range of acceptable data. The data types are
specified in and validated against the efileTypes.xsd document included in the MeF XML schema
package. The IRS is committed to standardizing el ements whenever possible.

22

Catalog Number: 36166N 10/02/08 Revision TY2008



The following examplesillustrate MeF e-file types defined in the efileTypes.xsd XML document.
For acomplete list of e-file types go to irs.gov and visit the Web page that hosts the Current
Valid XML Schemas for the appropriate return type (included in the Return Schema package).

» Address. MeF standardized addresses with the USAddressType e-file type and foreign
addresses with ForeignAddressType. The USAddressType includes the following data

elements:
o AddressLinel, whichisarequired field if the addressfield is present

o AddressLine2, which is optional

o City, whichisarequired field if the addressfield is present

o State, whichisarequired field if the addressfield is present

o ZIPCode, whichisarequired field if the addressfield is present

Figure 2-5 below isthe USAddressType e-file typein XML

<xsd:complexType name="USAddressType">

<xsd:sequence>
<xsd:element name="AddressLinel" type="StreetAddressType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>Address line 1</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
<xsd:element name="AddressLine2" type="StreetAddressType" minOccurs="0">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>Address line 2</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
<xsd:element name="City" type="CityType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>City</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
<xsd:element name="State" type="StateType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>State</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
<xsd:element name="ZIPCode" type="ZIPCodeType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>ZIP code</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
</xsd:sequence>
</xsd:complexType>

Figure 2-5: USAddress e-file typ€

Note: If any data element within the complex element is present, then all of the
required fields must be present.
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= Business Name Control: Special charactersin the Name Control must be
encoded correctly. Refer to the Note under Text Type section on page 25 for
additional information on encoding special characters. For more information on
creating a business name control, refer to Exhibit 1.

<xsd:simpleType name="BusinessNameControlType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>Used for a Name Control. Legal Characters: A-Z, 0-9, hyphen and
ampersand. lllegal Character: spaces and symbols.</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
<xsd:restriction base="xsd:string">
<xsd:pattern value="([A-Z0-9\-]|&){1,4}" />
</xsd:restriction>
</xsd:simpleType>

Figure 2-6: BusinessNameControlType e-file type

= Business Name: MeF standardized the business name with the BusinessNameType. It
includes the following data elements:

o BusinessNameLinel, which isarequired field if the business name is present
o BusinessNameLine2, which is optional

<xsd:complexType name="BusinessNameType">
<xsd:sequence>
<xsd:element name="BusinessNameLinel" type="BusinessNameLinelType">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>Business name line 1</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
<xsd:element name="BusinessNameLine2" type="BusinessNameLine2Type" minOccurs="0">
<xsd:annotation>
<xsd:documentation>Business name line 2</xsd:documentation>
</xsd:annotation>
</xsd:element>
</xsd:sequence>

</xsd:complexType>

Figure 2-7 BusinessNameType e-file type
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e |dType MeF standardized identifiers using the |[dType data type. Below isjust one type
of identifier, othersinclude Transmissionld, Messageld, etc. For more examples of MeF
identifiers, refer to Exhibit 2.

:simpleType name="IdType">

d:annotation>

d:documentation>Pattern used for generating Transmissionld, Originld, Itemld, and
Acknowledgementld. A timestamp may be used as an ID as long as it is unique within its parent
element and within the filing season. Up to 4-decimal fractional digits may be used for the second in
atimestamp to increase its uniqueness. Legal Characters: A-Z, a-z, 0-9, colon, period and
hyphen.</xsd:documentation>

</xsd:annotation>

id:restriction base="xsd:string">

d:pattern value="[A-Za-z0-9:\.\-]{1,30}" />

</xsd:restriction>

</xsd:simpleTvbe>

Figure 2-8: IdType e-file type

e Text Type When afield isdefined as TextType, as ageneral rule, the
allowable characters include printable characters, symbols, Spanish characters (shown
below), and the single space used within a phrase. Leading spaces, (spaces before the
beginning of the phrase), extra spaces (double or more) and trailing spaces (spaces after
the end of the phrase) are never alowed. They will cause the schema validation for that
field to fail. Additionally, some TextType fields are defined with restrictions and will
only allow a subset of these characters to be used (for example, All Numeric, All Positive

Numbers, etc.).

I!II1#$% ()*+a”!1/01234567891111< 1>1'1@ 1 C
EFGH,I,JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ[ 1. L abc d
f,g, hi,j, k,I,mnop,q,rstuvwxy,z{|} ~i, ¢ £E© ,¥:§ ,©
®’_’o’i’2’3’ 1“ ﬂl 1 5 101)) ]/411/2 3/4‘OA ElllN O X U U el n O u u

Note: Special characters are allowed but they must be encoded correctly by the software
used. If the following special characters are used by the transmitter, the software will
need to encode the XML special characters as such:

e <isencoded as&lt "<" becomes "&lIt;"

e >isencoded as &gt ">" becomes "&agt;"

e & isencoded as &amp "&" becomes "&amp;"

e "isencoded as & quot "' becomes '&quot;’ (if you are using

guote(") to delimit the attribute value)

e asingle spaceisencoded as & nbsp

e ‘'lisencoded as & apos becomes "&apos;” (if you are using

apostrophe(’) to delimit the attribute value)
25

Catalog Number: 36166N 10/02/08 Revision TY2008



2.1.8 Optional Choicefor e-file Typeswith Required Fields

Section 2.1.6 of this publication explained the Optional Choice and Required Choice

constructs. In Figure 2-3 (repeated below), the option of USAddress or ForeignAddress
wasillustrated.

<xsd:element name="USAddress" type="USAddressType"/>
<xsd:element name="ForeignAddress" type="ForeignAddressType"/>
</xsd:choice>

If an optional choice is selected, the e-file type will determine which fields are optional
and which are required. For example:

The schemafor Line F of Schedule K-1 (Form 1065), has an optional choice of
USAddress or ForeignAddress. If USAddressis selected, then the e-file type (in this
case “USAddressType”) will determine which fields are optional or required.

As shown in Section 2.1.6, the following fieldsin e-file type “USAddressType” are
required:

= AddressLinel

= City

= State

= Zip Code

If an entry ismade in any of the fields for USAddressType, then all the required
fields above must have an entry or the return will reject. Although the choiceto
select either USAddress or Foreign Address is optional, once the taxpayer popul ates
aUSAddress or ForeignAddress, the respective e-file types will determine which
fields are optional or required.

2.1.9 Attachmentsto Corporate Returns, Partnership Returns, and Extensions

Taxpayers are instructed to attach supporting information to the tax return. This includes tax
forms, statements, elections, notices, schedules or other types of miscellaneous information that
IRS identifiesin the form instructions, regulations or publications. These “attachments’ may be
submitted electronically as XML documents or binary files.

Forms and Attachments Listing for 1120/1120-F/1120S, provides alist of all supporting
information required by form or form instructions. Thislist includes the XML document name
and location reference to assist the software developer in programming this functionality. For
updates to thislist, check http://www.irs.gov/taxpros/providers/article/0,,id=97626,00.html .
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General Information

When the IRS defines a schemafor information that is requested, the information must be
provided in XML format. The schemas include:

e Tax forms (Form 6478, Form 5884, etc). Data elements have been defined for the
schemas.

e Information requested on tax forms instructions to support specific lines (such as,
ItemizedOtherl ncomeSchedul e, Dual ConsolidatedL ossesStatement, etc.). In some
cases, the schema provides specific data elements and in other cases the schema
allowsfor entry of a specific number of characters or text to provide an explanation
or description.

e Information requested by regulations or publications, which is not specified in form
instructions and IRS has not provided a predefined schema. In this case, and for all
other information requested that does not have a specified schema, use the General
Dependency schema.

If the General Dependency is an Election, the Description should start with the word
“Election”. Examples include “Election to Amortize a Bond Premium” or “Election
for 100% Dividends Received Deduction.” Data elements for the General
Dependency schemainclude:

o FormLineOrInstructionReference —the form and/or line number to which the
attachment belongs

o RegulationsReference — the regulation and/or publication reference
o Description — provide a meaningful title or explanation for the attachment
o Attachmentlnformation — additional information regarding the attachment

Note: If the data requested for either election or other information requires “ columnar
format,” these documents may be submitted in PDF format until the IRS provides a
structure to support columnar format.

2.2 Binary Attachments (PDF file)

The tax return may also include non-XML documents, known as “binary attachments,”
submitted in PDF format. (Note: Currently IRS only supports PDF format.) This allows
taxpayers to provide requested documentation that may include required signatures and/or third
party documents, such as Form 8453 signature document, signed copy of |ease, signed appraisal
statemen